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Abstract 

The latest climate science is clear. We must halve global emissions by 2030 and reach net zero by 2050 

if we are to build a zero emissions and safe, resilient planet for all. Cities, representing up to 70% of 

global emissions, and with 50% of the world’s population living within their walls, have a key role to 

play. Data is central to effective action. 

Founded in 2000, CDP is the global non-profit that runs the world’s environmental disclosure system for 

companies, cities, states and regions. We aim to make environmental reporting mainstream and provide 

the detailed insights to drive the urgent action needed for a climate safe, water secure, deforestation free 

world.  

Over 14,000 organizations around the world disclosed data through CDP in 2021, including more than 

13,000 companies worth over 64% of global market capitalization, and over 1,100 cities, states and 

regions.  

CDP holds the largest environmental database in the world, and CDP scores are widely used to drive 

investment and procurement decisions towards a zero carbon, sustainable and resilient economy.  

Based on the data disclosed to CDP, our partners analyse and produce reports, inform their events and 

technical assistance programmes. It helps understand who is leading on climate and where gaps remain 

that need support. Insight informs action and reporting is the first step on a journey to building sustainable 

low-carbon economies and societies aligned to a 1.5°C pathway.  

We count more than 40 citations of our open-source CDP Cities data in academic work across the globe 

last year, including in the 6th Assessment Report of the IPCC. Our most recent Cities report is: Cities on 

the route to 2030, Building a zero emissions, resilient planet for all.  
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