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Abstract 

Forests are gaining in importance due to their role in sustaining climate balance: both the carbon storage in 

forests and their contribution to the production of biomass are important for the achievement of the objectives 

of the Paris Agreement i.e., the goal of limiting global warming to well below 2°C and pursuing efforts to limit 

it to 1.5°C, compared to pre-industrial levels.  

The presentation will focus on the valorization of forests in the new Strategy of the European Union for energy 

and climate (The 2030 climate and energy framework). It will analyze the Regulation (EU) 2018/841, which 

aims at the maintenance of the functionality of the forests as carbon storages together with the Directive (EU) 

2018/2001, which encourages the use of renewable energy sources, and specifically the use of forest biomass. 

Considering this dual function of the forests regarding the climate stabilization, the presentation will examine 

the interaction between the two legal texts in the light of the principle of sustainable development, as applied 

to forestry according to the international law. For this purpose, special attention will be given to the analysis 

of the no-debit rule of the Regulation (EU) 2018/84, according to which member states must ensure that no 

emissions are generated from the land use sector, as well as to the sustainability criteria of the Directive (EU) 

2018/2001 aiming at an environmentally balanced use of green energy.  
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